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Y a I 
ELEVENTH REPORT OF THE AFRICAN INSTITUTION. 


STATE OF THE SLAVE TRADE.” 


French West Indies.: 


The Directors, in their last Annual Report, informed the sub- 
scribers, that by an additional article tothe Treaty with France, 
of November 1815, the High Contracting Parties agreed to con- 
cert, without loss of time, by theit Ministers at Londom and Paris, 
the most efficacious measures, for the entire and immediate aboli- 
tion of the slave trade. Ip furtherance of this object, the King of 
France has recently issued an ordinance, by which every vessel, 
whether French or Foreign, that shall attempt to introduce negroes 
into any of the French Colonies} shall be confiscated ; and the 
Captain, if a Frenchman, shall bedeemed incapable of afterwards 
holding a command. The whole cargo is in like manner subject 
to confiscation, although it does not consist of slaves ; and the ne- 
groes thus imported are directed. to be employed on the public 
works in the Colony. The Directors earnestly hope that this de- 
cree may immediately be carried into complete effect. 

Their anxiety on this subject has been recently much increased, 
by their having learnt, from unquestionable authority, that in di- 
rect violation of the treaty of November, 1815, negroes have been 
lately imported into some of the French West-India ‘Islands in 
considerable numbers; and that several vessels have been fitted 
out, by French subjects, for the purpose of procuring a further 
supply of slaves for those islands. (a 

Several instances of this kind are detailed. Ut is then added :— 

A representation on this subject has been made to his Majesty’s 
Ministers ; and the Directors trust that measures will be taken to 
induce the French Government, effectually to prevent, in future, 
so flagrant a violation of its recent decree against this trafic. Wath- 
out this, such infractions of a solemn treaty are likely to increase 
to an unbounded degree. : 


Portugal. 


The Directors have again to regret, that they are, unable 
to state any thing satisfactory to the general meeting, respectiag 
the further restriction of the Slave Trade, carried.on by Portw- 
guese subjects. That trade still exists to a very great extent. ‘ 


Spain. 


The subscribers will recollect, that a treatise on the slave trade, 
as applied to the circumstances of Spain, and her Colonies, writ- 
ten by Mr. Blanco White, was some years ago printed, by order 
of the Directors. For a long - great difficulties. wore opposed 
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to-the-cireulation.of this Essay.in Spain, and her dependencies : 
but an opportunity having recently occurred, of distributing a con- 
siderable number of copies, it was thankfully embraced by the 


Board; and they have reason to believe that the impression pro- 


duced amongst some of the leading persons in. the Government of 
Spain, by the perusal of the treatise in question, has been highly 
favourable to the cause of the abolition. A further supply of copies 
has since been called for, and has been readily furnished to those 
persons whose weight and influence in the Spanish Councils may, 
and as the Directors hope, will speedily lead to the total abolition 
of the Spanish Slave Trade. At present, however, it is not in their 
power to announce any alteration in the arrangement between 
this country and Spain, as to the limits within which the latter shall 


‘be permitted to carry on that trade; but they hope, and rather 


expect, that some-progress has already been made towards a sa- 
tisfactory change in this point. 


Isle of. Bourbon. 


The Directors have already communicated to the General Meet- 
ing, the information which they have received relative to the Slave 
Trade, carried on in the French West India Colonies, It appears 
to be still pursued to a considerable extent, in the remote Island 
of Bourbon, where more facilities, and fewer obstacles to it exist, 
than in the Western Seas. 


Isle of Frante. 


Nor is this illicit traffic confined to French subjects, in the east- 
ern quarter of the world. The Subscribers were last year inform- 
ed, that a considerable Slave Trade, was carried on to the British 
Colony of the Isle of France, as well as to the French Colony of 
Bourbon. The Directors had entertained a hope that this trade, 
if not entirely eradicated, would ere this, have been very materi- 
ally checked. In this hope they have been disappointed; and 
they conceive that a serious inquiry ought to be set on foot, re- 
specting the causes of its having increased, rather than diminished, 
since that time. 

Captain Curran, of his Majesty’s ship Tyne, has been very ac- 
tive in repressing this trade, more especially on the coast of Mada- 
gascar ; the particulars of which are detailed. : 

In reporting to Governor Farquhar the capture of L’Elenore, 
belonging to St. Denis in the Island of Bourbon, with 137 slaves 
on board, bound from Tamatave, in Madagascar, to the Isle of 
France, Captain Curran writes : ; 

“ To us, sir, who have witnessed their crowded state, it is a mat- 
ter of surprise that such a number could have existed even so long, 
respiring a most suffocating and impure atmosphere in the hold of a 
small vessel, in which somany were heaped together, As soon as 
day light rendered objects discernible, a considerable. number ot 
those wretched beings were observed thronged together in acom- 
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pact mess, upon the centre of the vessel’s deck; from the impossi- 
bility, I presume, of cramming any more of them below. On their 
removal to the Tyne, they were many of them, in a state of ex- 
treme debility and emaciation ; but | trust, under the humane at- 
tention of the surgeon of this ship, they will soon recover. 

‘© The trans-shipping this cargo of human wretchedness, I could 
‘ sir, cordially have wished it had been witnessed by the Philanthro- 

pic founders of the Institution in England, for carrying into effect 
the acts of Abolition; and by those who have conferred so much 
honour on themselves, and upon the nation, by their perseverance 
through every obStacle, until they carried that measure: once at 
least they could not have failed to enjoy the solid reward of their 
labours.” , 

The Report states that the good dispositions of the Chief of Tama- 
tave, Jean Rene, co-operate in prohibiting the exportation of slaves 
from Madagascar; and adds the following circumstance : 

Just as the Tyne anchored at Tamatave, two of the native 
Princes, brothers to the King of Ovas, arrived with a commissioner, 
who had been specially deputed by Governor Farquhar to conduct 
them to the Isle of France. A number of artifices had been em- 
ployed to prevent their proceeding thither, and to excite their 
jealousy and distrust. These, however, were effectually coun- 
teracted by the address of Captain Curran, and the firmness of the 
Princes themselves ; and they accordingly took their passage in 
the Tyne forthe Isle of France. They were on board of that ves- 
sel when she chased and captured L'Elenore ; and it appears that 
the circumstances of this transaction, and particularly the emaciated 
condition of the slaves, bearing strong marks of ill treatment, and 
the care taken of the sick, when removed to the Tyne, had so forci- 
bly arrested the attention of the Princes and their attendants, that 
Captain Curran regards their presence on this occasion as a favour- 
able coincidence, which he did not fail to improve. They were 
afterwards safely landed at Port Louis, together with their suite, 
consisting of more than thirty persons, among whom were some of 
the confidential servants of the King of Ovas, and were received by 
Governor Farquhar with marked distinction; and it was under- 
stood to be his intention to endeavour. by means of this embassy, 
to prevent, as far as possible, the practice of bringing down slaves 
from the interior of the Island of Madagascar, for sale to the tra- 
ders on the coast, and particularly at Tamatave, in the dominions 
of the King of Ovas. 

By the information of the crew of an American schooner, it ap- 
peared that there were great numbers of similar vessels at the 
Havanna, fitting out for the Slave Trade ; and that slave vessels 
were arriving there from the Coast of Guinea, at an average of 
from four to six per month. 


JAVA BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION. 


The Directors, at the last meeting, called the attention of the 
Subscribers to a Slave Trade, carried on in the Malayan Seas. 
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They regret to find that this trade, which is of considerable mag- 
nitude, still exists there. But it will be no small satisfaction to 
the meeting to learn, that an Institution has been recently estab- 
lished at Batavia, having for its object the prevention of the Slave 
Trade, and the eventual ‘abolition of Slavery in the Eastern Islands. 
That Society, which is called ‘* The Java Benevolent Institution,” 
is founded on the plan of the African Institution at home ; and the 
manner in which its humane fuunders speak of the labours of this 
Society, affords some compensation for the calumnies of late so 
pleatifully heaped upon it in this country. This intelligence was 
communicated to the Board by Mr. Raffles, the late enlightened 
and benevolent Governor of Java, by-desire of the Java Commit- 
tee ; who took the same opportunity of addressing a letter to the | 
Secretary, with a printed account of their proceedings, which is 
inserted in the Appendix, and which the subscribers will find to 
contain a variety of most'interesting information. They cannot fail 
to be struck in an especial manner, with the dreadful evils which, 
in the Eastern Seas. as in Africa, have been the fruit.of a trade in 
slaves. ‘These are depicted with great force by the Java Commit- 
tee ; and must add to the conviction, already happily prevalentin — 
this country, of the incurable injustice, and desolating and barbari- 
zing effects of such a traffic. 

The Directors think themselves justified in indulging sanguine 
hopes of the most gratifying results'to the Malayan Archipelago, 
from the.labours of this enlightened, active, and philanthropic 
bod 

The Java Institution express their bope of affording, at an early 
period, some account of their practical labours. In the mean time, 
they trust that the extent and variety of the information which may 
be obtained from Mr. Raffles, will be calculated to engage the 
public feeling in Europe, in behalf of the Eastern Islands. It is 
to this source, the Committee remark, that the Java Institution 
must mainly look for the attainment of its views; and they confi- 
dently anticipate, from the spirit of recent arrangements, that the 
cordial and liberal sentiments which actuate the public mind in 
England and Holland will be as effective in relieving the suffer, 
ings of their fellow creatures in that distant quarter, as in the re- 
gions of the West. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS. 
FOREIGN-AND DOMESTIC. - 


Extracts from the Address of the Prudential Committee of the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.—Jan. 1818. 
Publishedin the Panoplist. 


Since our operations commenced, about seven years ago, the 
missionary spirit has been-continually spreading. and rising. As- 
sociations of various names, subsidiary to the Board, have been 
multiplying, until they now amount to more than three bundred ; 
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not a few churches and congregations in different and distant States, 
have made liberal contributions; distinguished benefactors have 
given of their abundance, and throughout the Union many thou- 
sands of individuals have opened their hearts and their hands to 
our consecrated treasury.— The Treasurer received during the last 
year about thirty thousand dollars. ’ 

You will rejoice to learn that the money, almost as fast as _re- 
ceived, has been actually applied to the benevolent objects for 
which it was given. During the twelve months preceding the 
annual meeting of the Board in September last, about eleven thou- 
sand dollars were applied to the support of our missionaries and 
schools, and to the translation and printing of the Holy Scriptures, 
at Bombay and Ceylon; about two thousand six hundred, to our 
Missionary Establishment in the Cherokee nation ; and about five 
thousand, -to the founding and various expenses of our Foreign 
Mission School in Connecticut. Since the meeting, the Treasury 
has disbursed for the various purposes of the Bombay Mission, 
about $7,500; for the Ceylon Mission, about $4,000; for the 
Cherokee Mission, about $3,500; for the Foreign School, about 
$1,600; for outfits and passages of missionaries, about $3,000 ;-— 
in all, with various contingencies, more than twenty-two thousand 
dollars. | 

At Bombay we have three missionaries,—Rev. Messrs. Gordon 
Hall, Samuel Newell, and Horatio Bardwell, of whom Messrs. 
Hall and Bardwell are married. They have under their superintend- 
ence five Schools ;—for children of Europeans one, consisting of from 
forty to fifty pupils ;-—-for Jewish children one, of about the same 
number ;—for children of Hindoos, or native Pagans, three, on the 
lists of which are the names of several hundred pupils, who have 
been more or less constant in their attendance. 

These devoted and beloved missionaries are every day laborious- 
ly employed in preaching the Gospel to the poor heathen around 
them ; in promoting and inspecting the schools ; and in translating 
the Holy Scriptures, and printing them in a language spoken by 
many millions of heathen people. 

In Ceylon we have four Missionaries,—Rev. Messrs. Edward 
Warren and Daniel Poor, with Mr. Poor’s wife, at 'Tillipally ; and 
Rev. Messrs. James Richards and Benjamin C. Meigs, with their 
wives, at Batticotta, distant from Tillipally seven or eight miles. 
It is little more than a year since these missionaries arrived at their 
stations ; but they ‘have commenced their operations with most 
commendable. zeal and activity, and with very encouraging aus- 
pices and animating prospects. . At their latest dates they were 
earnestly engaged in studying the language of the country ,—-in 
preaching by interpreters statedly at several places to very con- 
siderable congregations of Pagans,—in establishing and superia- 
tending schools,—and in making perariert for printing and dis- 
persing the Scriptures and other books. 

About three months ago the Rev. Messrs. Allen Graves and Jolin 
Nichols, with their wives, and Miss Philomela Thurston, embarked 
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for India; Mr. Graves, intended for one of the stations in Ceylon, 
—Mr. Nichols, for the station at Bombay,—and Miss Thurston, 
betrothed to the Rev. Mr. Newell. 

At Chickamaugah, in the Cherokee nation, we have an establish- 
ment which was commenced last March; and at which the Rev. 
Cyrus Kingsbury is the superintending missionary, and Messrs. 
Moody Hall and Loring S. Williams, with their wives, are assist- 
ants. To the establishment belongs a plantation, which bad for 
several years been occupied by a white man, of whom the im- 
provements were purchased ; and upon which our missionaries, by 
their almost incredible exertions, have already erected a commo- 
dious dwelling-house. a school-house, a mill, and some other build- 
ings. They have also pretty amply stocked the plantation with 
horses, oxen, cows, sheep. swine and poultry ; and it produced 
the last season very considerable quantities of grain and various 
vegetables. 

They have under their care twenty to thirty Cherokee and half 
cast children and youth. male and female, whom they lodge, feed 
and clothe,—instruct in common Engtish school learning and in 
the principles of Christianity, and exercise in domestic and agri- 
cultural arts and labours. ‘They have also a school on the Sabbath 
for adults, which is well attended ; and Mr. Kingsbury preaches, 
from week to week. to large and increasing numbers of very atten- 
tive hearers. The Lord, in the plenitude of his mercy, is mani- . 
festly in that place. The minds of 4 number of the poor Indians 
have become deeply impressed with the truths of the Gospel; and 
three or four are thought to have-exhibited substantial evidence of 
true conversion to Christ. The bretbren, in the midst of their in- 
cessant labours, and hardships, are filled with joy and thankfulness. 

At Cornwall, in Connecticut, we have a Seminary, founded the 
last year, and styled, Tue Foreien Mission Scnoot. It is de- 
signed for ‘‘ the education of heathen youth in such a manner, as 
that witb future professional studies, they may be qualified to be- 
come missionaries, school-masters, interpreters, physicians, or sur- 
geons, among the heathen nations, and to communicate such in- 
formation in agriculture and the arts, as shall tend to promote 
Christianity and civilization.”” This infant seminary is placed, in 
regard particularly to salubrity and Christian favour and influence, 
in a very eligible situation. It has lands and buildings belonging 
to it, well adapted to its purposes ; and has commenced its opera- 
tions in a manner to inspire its patrons and friends with animated 
hope and confidence. 

In the school there are pupils from the islands of the Pacific 
Ocean, from the shores of India, and from the wilderness of Ameri- 
ca. From the Sandwich islands there are seven, of whom five are 
already examples of solid and ardent piety,—are burning with 
desire to impart the knowledge of Christ, whom they have found 
in this distant land, to their perishing friends and countrymen, and 
give a fair promise of eminent usefulness as missionaries of the 
cross. Another is a Prince, heir of the throne of two of the islands, 
and a youth of uncommon talents and activity. 
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Is not the Sun of Righteousness manifestly, in these establish- 
ments, ‘* a Light to. lighten the Gentiles, and, to be for salvation, to 
the ends of the earth ?’—‘ The .isles shal] wait, for bis. law, ;’’ 
‘* Ethiopia shall stretch forth her hands unto him ;” ‘‘ the wilder- 
ness and solitary place shall be. glad, and,the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose.”’ of 

Are these establishments ours ? Beloved friends, they are yours; 
—they are Curist’s. They have been founded with the precious 
and sacred offerings which you have committed to our trust; and 
in the disposal of which we acted, under an appalling responsibility, 
a. ‘* your servants for Jesus’ sake.” Yes, they are yours; conse- 
crated, wwe trust, with many prayers, aswell by you as by us, 
ro CurisT aNp Is Cause; and dependent still, under his provi- 
dence, upon your charities, for continuance and advancement. 


— , 
CORRESPONDENGE OF THE (LONDON) MISSIONARY SOCIETY. . 


OTAHEITE. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. S..Marsden to the Secretary, 
dated Paramatta, New South Wales, Jan. 18, 1817. 


‘* 1 am happy to say that all is well in the South Sea Islands. 
God hath greatly blessed the word of his grace to the poor heathen; 
and Satan is fallen like lightning from heaven. The Active left 
them well in October, excepting Mr. Bicknell, who informs me 
that he is indisposed. 

‘‘ Mr and Mrs. Ellis are gone on. The Active is getting ready 
as fast as possible, to take Messrs. Orsmond and Barff : they will 
write to you. {expecta ship will soon sail for England, and 
therefore | only mention a few things now, but will then write 
more fully.” 

We regret that no official letter has been received from the Mis- 
sionaries at Otaheite, nor any particulars from other quarters ;_ it 
is however satisfactory to learn that in October 1816, all was well, 
and that the work of God was going on prosperously. We may 
hope soon to receive fuller information.’ 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Letters from Messrs. Orsmond and Barff, Missionaries to the 
South Sea Islands, written in January last, have lately been re- 
ceived. They had a favourable passage from Rio de Janeiro, and 
after a voyage of twelve weeks anchored in Sydney Cove, on the 
20th of December, in health and good spirits, and anxious to go 
forward to the place of their destination. 

‘We heard,” says Mr. Orsmond, ‘en our arrival, that Mr. 
Ellis, who had been detained here some months, had sailed about 
a fortnight before, for Otaheite. The Active is now under repair, 
and we hope, in about six weeks, to take eur leave of New South 
Wales. I long to be there. 























360 =6M issionary Intelligence from Ghinsurah, 


ae The atcounty that ‘have been’ received from the Islands since 

we came to this plate; have been truly pleasing. | 

* Brother Barff is well. His wife expects to be confined before 
our departure. My dear wife is well;-and we all unite in ex- 

ing our love to all the Directors, tor their affectionate regards ; 
to all the friends of the Society, and to the whole Christian church. 
Soon, yes, very ston, shall the morning sacrifice of prayer and 
praise ascend from the shores, whence the smoke from the immo- 
ation ‘of human beings once darkened the sky. The wilderness 
is begitiiitig to bud, soon it will blossom, and delightful will be 
its fragrance. The North is giving up, and the South cannot longer 
kéep back. The deadly foe whom Jesus vanquished has.lost bis 
Hold ; and the Spread of knowledge, the triumph of truth, the 
light ‘of the Gospel, and the arm of Omnipotence, combined to 
drive him into his gloomy cell; Dearly beloved friends, pray for 
our prosperity.” : 

Mr. Barff expresses his thankfulness to Captain Raine, for per- 
mitting him to istruct the Convicts on.:board, and the crew.— 
Many. of the prisoners were very attentive: and diligent. Those 
whe could read the scriptures, frequently collected around them 
others sho could not,,asd read the Bible to them ; and there is 
reason to\bope good was,done among them. Several men signed 
ajletter expressive oljtheir gratitude for the attention that had 
been paid to them, and their determination to forsake the Romish 
communion, which they bad proiessed in Ireland. 

Mr. .Barff was kindly entertained tor some days by Mr. Hassel. 
He appears to he diligent in bis application to the learned langua- 
ges, in hope of being able hereafter to translate the scriptures, &c. 

He regrets being obliged to stay some time at Paramatta on a 
domestic account, but hopes they will be ready to sail by the 
tiné that the repairs.of the ship are finished. 

[Messrs. Darling, Platt, Williams, and Brownlee, could not have 
yeached New, South.Wales at the date of the above letter. } 

CHINSURAH. 

A letter from Mr. May, dated March 28, 1817, expresses the 
great satisfaction he feels onthe arrival of Mr. Pearson, to assist 
him in the management of the numerous schools confided to his 
éate by government. ‘The number of children on the books was 
2660. ‘He cémplains’ of the negligence of some of the native 
teactiers, but Yok forward to an improvement. He expects great 
feliéf under his pressing labours from Mr. Pearson, when be shall 
have leartied the language of the natives, to which he is studious- 
ly attentive. Mr. Harle ‘also (whom We mentioned some time 
ago) is studying ‘the languaye, and assists Mr. May. 

The Sunday School, commenced in October, was going on, and 
Mr. ‘Pearson takes an ‘active part in it. 

Mr. ‘tay has a schoo) for teachets, in which there are 14 young 
natives, Many applications aig “ade, requesting that new schools 
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may be opened. The schools are chiefly onthe banks of the ti- 
ver; and Mr. May, in visiting them, is sometimes obliged to sleep 
a night or two in the boat. He mentions that Mr. Townley and Mr. 
Keith preach in a place called Dum-Dum, and that Mr. Latwson 
and Mr. Yates (Baptist Missionaries) take their turns in preaching 
there once a month. He thinks that the residence of our brethren 
at Calcutta will prove a great blessing to the country. 


Mr. Pearson, in a letter dated Chinsurah, March 18, 181%, re- 
lates with great delight his kind reception at Calcutta by the Mis- 
sionary brethren; and the pleasant voyage he enjoyed from Eng- 
Jand to Madras, where he and Mr. Medhurst arrived Feb. 12. He 
says, ‘ True, it was long, five months and nine days, but it did 
not appear so to us. Being at sea, even in fine weather, must 
prove irksome to those who are unemployed; but our hands were 
always engaged. We studied from morning to night, except two 
hours in the day, in which, alternately, we taught such as were 
willing to read and write.’ One man, who at first knew little 
more than the printed alphabet, so improved, that previously to 
their leaving the ship, he presented jor revision a large sheet, 
neatly written, extracted from St. John’s gospel. 

Mr. P. speaks highly of his compauion, Mr. Medhurst, and of 
the pleasure they enjoyed in each other’s society ; and of the coms 
fort they derived from having an excellent captain (Weatherhead. ) 

On. the 20th of February they proceeded to Calcutta, where 
they arrived March 6. At Mr. Townley’s they found. Mr. and 
Mrs. May, who had come from Chinsurah to meet them, and whom 
they accompanied to that place. Alter mentioning the excellent 
health with which God has favoured him, and his engagement at 
Chinsurah, he says: 

‘ From these things, Sirs, you will perceive the state of my 
mind. lamatbome, and lam happy, God, | trust, is with me, 
and it is enough, ' My. views are what they were in England, only 
I trust still more determined ; fora Christian, whether he be a Mis- 
sionary or not, cannot stand still. Sensible, in part, of my own 
weakness and emptiness, | would desire, both for inward sufficiency 
and outward prosperity, to rest solely on the providence and grace 
of God. O! that'it'may please bim, while pouring upon you bis 
choicest blessings, fo remember me, enabling me to possess energy, 
dignity, and decision of character, and to continue €ver 

Your faithful servant in Christ, 
. J. D. Pearson.’ 


SURAT. 


Messrs. Gordon and Hall, the. American Missionaries at Bombay, 
are going on well: they are now enabled to preach, or rather te 
converse ‘with the natives, and explain the scriptures to them. 
They bave now tour schools, three of which are exclusively for 
heathen boys, ‘except that in one of them there are about 20 Jew- 
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ish boys. They hav printed a small tract for the children... They 
hope soon to have the gospel of St. Matthew printed, and used as 
a school-book, to which no objection seems to be there made. 
‘ And.’ say they, ‘ as the children are daily reading the pure word 
of God, there is great reason to hope that such impressions will be 
made on their minds as will prepare them to receive the truth as it 
is in Jesus. We see nothing to prevent carrying the plan of 
schooling to a great extent ; and surely it isan object worthy of 
the zealous patronage of Missionary Societies.’ Their hands have 
been.strengthened by the arrival of another Missionary, Mr. Bard- 
well, who is also a printer. 
p——_______| 


Jews.—In a tract lately published at Paris by M. Bail, the fol- 
lowing is given as a fair calculation of the number of Jews in the 
different quarters of the globe : 

In all parts of Poland, before the partition of 1772.... 1,000,000 





In Kussia, including Moldavia aud Wallachia .....-.. 200,000 
In all the states in which the German language is spoken 500,000 
Holland and the Netherlands................--.2-6 80,000 
Sweden and Denmark............0...-..00-5--- es 5,000 
PRAMS 20 c cence cede eeu bee eat Oss NVA TU 50,000 
In England (of which London contains 12,000) ..:--- 50,000 
In the states in which Italian is spoken.......---.--- 200,000 
Spain ‘and Portugal 22.5 sessed see lee ae 10,000 
ERE ET Pe eee om @ rae, ban 3,000 


In the Mahommedan states of Asia, Eee) and Africa 4,000,000 
In Persia and the rest of Asia, including China and India 500,000 


—-— 


Total 6,598,000 


This calculation is probablv, in a great measure conjectural ; we 
Conceive the number is much overstated ; and would refer the 
reader to “ Bellamy’s History of all Religions.” © Ev. Mag. 

b  —_ 
ISLE OF SHEPPEY. 


At the Anniversary Meeting of the Isle of Sheppey Auxiliary 
Bible Society, held at Sheerness, on Tuesday the 4th of Novem- 
ber, the effects of Scriptural instruction were strikingly exempli- 
fied in the statements given by the Chaplains of the two Convict 
Ships at that port, of the conduct of the large bodies of Convicts 
respectively under their charge. The Rev. Mr. Edwards of the 
Bellerophon, having mentioned the attention of the prisoners in 
that ship to the reading and learning by rote large portions of holy 
Writ, asserted it as his opinion, that in any like number of labour- 
ing men not less swearing and profane language was to be found ; 
and that on the preceding Saturday, a remarkable instance of ho- 
nesty and integrity had occurred ; a Convict, when at work on 
shore, had found twelve shillings, with which he immediately went 
to the officer, requesting him to adopt means to find the owner ; 
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this he accordingly did, and it proved to be a Jabouring youth, 
whose whole week’s wages did not amount to that sum, 

The Rev. Mr. Price, of the Retribution, also gave a very grati- 
fying account of the beneficial effects that have resulted from the 
measures adopted by government (we believe upon his recom- 
mendation) for dividing the Convicts into classes, and of their at- 
tention to religious Instruction. A considerable number had, un- 
known to him, commenced a prayer-meeting among themselves : 
and one of them had that day requested him to present to the Bi- 
ble Society the following lines, which were highly gratifying to 
the numerous and respectable body of persons assembled on the 
occasion of its anniversary, and will, we doubt not, prove equally 
so to our readers. 


To the British and Foreign Bible Society, by a Convict on board 
the Retribution Hulk, Sheerness. 


When without form the world was wrapp’d in sleep, 
Chaotic darkness moved upon the deep. 
God spake the word from his eternal throne— 
‘* Let there be light’’—and light that instant shone. 


So man by nature, bound in chains of sin, 
Feels not his state, though dark and dead within, 
Until the gospel breaks the gloom of night, 

And in his heart creates celestial light. 


Long has the world in mournful ign’rance stood, 
And raging tyrants dyed their hands in blood : 
But mark the change—where Satan reign'd before, 
And idol temples flow’d with human gore, 

God’s blessed word reveals the glorious plan, 
And brings salvation down to sinful man ; 
Untutor’d Indians feel the sparkling ray, 
And midnight darkness kindles into day. 


When torn from friends—imprison’d on the deep, 
The wretched Convict bends his head to weep ; 
When burning tears in plenteous streams are shed, 
And black despair sits brooding round his bed, 
Where can he turn—to whom for comfort go— 

But to that Word, which comfort can bestow ? 
Though we are outcasts, fast in mis’ry bound, 

We gladly hear the gospel’s joyful sound ; 

Not only hear, but feel its pow’rful sway, 

And humbly bend our sinful knees to pray. 

The word of God has pierc’d our darkness through, 
And said, though fainting, ‘* Ye shall still pursue.”’ 
Kind Benefactors ! much to you we owe 

For that dear book from whence our blessings flow. 
Still spread the word, success shall crown the deed, 
And Jesus’ foes shall at his footstool bleed ; 

His kingdom spread with joy from shore to shore, 
And ‘he that stole, shall learn to steal no more.” 
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364 Remarkable Attention to Religion 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. . 


“ Abbeville, (S. C.) November™1, 1817. 
“Dear Frienp,—Since I last’ wrote to you, there have been 
three ‘religious Tract Societies organized in Abbeville District. 
There is a considerable revival of religion in almost all the church- 
es of our denomination in Pendleton District.’ About sixty have 
been added to ourchurch. We hope it is the beginning of better 
times: for the present aspect of religious society generally in 
these southern states is by no means flattering. The high price 
of cotton since the peace seems to engross almost every one’s.at- 
tention. The world is the great object of pursuit, and few are 

making the important inquiry, What must we do to be saved ? 
Your’s affectionately, Wm. H. Barr.” 


oS 


Extract of a Letter from a Lady in Baltimore, to her Friend in 
Philadelphia, dated Feburary 7, 1818. 


1 srr down this morning to relate to you the goodness and mer- 
cy of God, to the inhabitants of our highly favoured city. _ In this 
gracious day, he is pouring out his Spirit in re Hiner ie He, 
in the plenitude of his mercy, is displaying his glory all around 
us, by bringing sinners in scores and hundreds to a knowledge of 
himself by a remission, of their sins through the precious blood of 
Jesus. This new year has been a yearof all years to us; by aged 
Christians it hath been observed, that such displays of divine glory 
they never before witnessed. God, in his infinite mercy,,in the 
commencement of this revival, was pleased to pour out the effu- 
sions of his Spirit upon a place called Fell’s-Point, a little distant 
from the city. It was a Sodom of wickedness, yea, long since, 
has it been a proverb among the people ; but the Lord can work 
and none can hinder. He can convert the wilderness into an Eden, 
and the desert into the garden of the Lord. The gracious flame is 
now spreading all around us, and many, very many, have been 
added ta the Church, and I trust of such as shall be eternally 
saved. Parents and children, brothers and sisters, the rich and 
the poor, have been the subjects of this gracious work. Among 
the happy number, our Governor’s daughter is included. This 
work has been-principally among the Methodists, Several Sab- 
baths ayo they mentioned from the pulpit, that since the com- 
mencement of, this year, upwards of ‘five hundred had publicly 
joined themselves;to the Lord in this:city, and since that’ period 
there has been a very barge increase. O could you ‘have’ been with 
us, in some of these gracious seasons, and witnessed: for yourself 
the displays of divine glory, surely your soul. would have magni- 
fied the Lord and, your spirit rejoiced 'in'God your Saviour. Every 
evening we have meeting, and each returning Friday is kept by 
many, sacredly devoted to Ged by fasting and prayer. 

' — [ Rel. Remem. 

It will be gratifying to.the friends of Zion to learn that the Lord 
is graciously pouring out his Spirit in the towns of Chichester, and 
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in several parts of the United States. 365 


Epsom, in n. 1.—Increased attention to the word is paid by those 
who have is yet lived without Christ in the world; and a joyful 
hope is entertained that the present will be a season of refreshing 
from on high, to many souls. [Essex Patriot. 





. Extract of a Letter to the Editor of the Boston Recorder, dated 


Bridgeport, Con. Jan. 19, 1818. ' 
“In Tyumbullt, five miles from this, is a very general revival. 
Since the installation of Mr. Taylor, in Sept. the work has been 
gradually progressing, and attention is still increasing: The cou- 
ferences are very fully attended— and such a revival as the pre- 
sent has not taken place in that town within the memory of the 
oldest person living. I am not able to state the number of con- 


verts, or the number of those under religious impressions at pre- 
sent.” 


Extract of a Letter to the same dated Long-Island, n. ¥. 
Janyary 24, 1818. 

*« At Patchague a general seriousness has prevailed during the 
winter. More than an hundred persons have obtained a hope of 
their saving interest in Christ. ‘The revival has extended to Mid- 
dletown, and some other adjacent congregations. Appearances 


are animating at Southampton, and several instances of hopeful 
cohversion have taken place.” 








WORTHY OF IMITATION. 
Extract of a Letter to the Editor, dated Albemarle County, Vir- 
ginta, January 17, 1818. 

Tuts year has commenced with an occurrence which forms a 
new epoch in the history of the little church in this place, (the 
Cove. 

Peted by the many examples held up to view in New-Eng- 
land, on the first Monday in this month twenty Females met 
together, formed themselves’into a Society on the following plan, 
and for the following purposes. They agree to meet together the 
first Monday every month, for the purpose of uniting in social 
prayer and praise, and for religious conference; and at each 
monthly meeting to contribute as each one may feel able and will- 
ing, something to aid in promoting the Christian religion. 

The Society already comprises every age and class of females 
among us; from the richest to the poorest ; from the grey headed 
matron, down to the child of seven years of age, (for there is one 
of that tender age, who has professed a joyful hope in Christ for 
more than 12 months.) In this association of females, all distine- 
tion of age, and worldly circumstances are lost sight of, in the con- 
templation of Him, in whose name they meet. 

Several of these associating females are the subjects of a work 
of Grace, which has been slowly but gradually progressing here 
for the fast eighteen months. It is believed that about tweaty in 




















366 Education of Heathen Youth, &c. 


that time have been ‘‘ drawn by the cords of Love,” or driven by 

the ‘‘ Terror of the Lord,” to take refuge in a crucified Saviour. 
The subject of this little work are of all ages, from nearly sixty 

down to six years. {[W. Recorder, 
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HEATHEN YOUTH. 


To the Societies in New-York and Wilmington, Del. which we 
have before noticed, formed on the plan and for the purpose sug- 
gested No. 15 of the present series of the Remembrancer, we have 
now the pleasure of adding that of ‘* The first Female Society of 
Philadelphia, for the Education of Heathen Youth.’’ This Society 
was instituted on the 7th inst. in the Female Sabbath School, con- 
nected with the Second Presbyterian Church in our city. The 
following extract of the minutes of the meeting expresses the de- 
sign of this interesting Association.—‘* The members of this So- 
ciety having paid in their contributions to the amount of Thirty 
Dollars, it was immediately paid over to Kopert Ratston, esq. 
inne was present) for the purpose of being forwarded to the Rev. 

r. May in India, for the education of one Heathen youth, whose 
adopted name, it is requested, may be Jacon J Janeway, in token 
of our affectionate regard and christian duty towards our beloved 
pastor.” [Rel. Remem. 








A Society for educating poor young men of piety and talents, for 
the Gospel Ministry, was organized on the 3ist of December, in 
Whitesboro’, Oneida county, n. y.—A sermon was preached on the 
occasion, and 6 or 700 dollars subscribed on the spot. Jonas 
Platt, one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, was chosen Presi- 
dent. 

— 
ANECDOTE. 

Mr. Armstrong, a missionary in the West-Indies, gives a pleas- 
ing account of an aged negro woman: 

‘‘ We have one worthy old black woman, in whom you would 
soon recognize the influence of the grace of God. She is, per- 
haps, upwards of 80 years of age: remembers hearing Mr. Whit- 
field preach in America; and is a most excellent Christian. At 
her own request, Mrs. Armstrong has taught her to read, and she 
can make out a few chapters in the New Testament. Her Bible 
is her treasure ; and you cannot delight the poor old woman more 
than to sit down and read, and explain a chapter to her. O that 
there were many such!. May the day of God’s power be at hand! 


| 


Reformation.—At a meeting of the Grocers in Buffalo, they 
agreed to do no business on Sunday; to favour no intemperate 
persons by harbouring or selling to them sufficient for intoxication ; 
to allow no Indians to get drunk at their stores, and to have no 
gambling, quarrelling or fighting in their stores. 
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State of Religion in the District of Columbia. 367 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 
State of Religion in the District of Columbia. 


At Georgetown and Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, re- 
ligion is much respected, and is making increased progress.. In the 
former place there is a flourishing Sunday School, in which nearly 
300 persons are taught to read'the ‘Scriptures : here also an impor- 
tant Bible Association, calculated to supply the poor with the Scrip 
tures on easy terms, has recently been established ; and others, on 
similar principies, will probably soon be formed in Alexandria and 
Washington—all auxiliary to the Bible Society for the District of 
Columbia. In these several cities the Gospel is faithfully preach- 
ed. Between the diiferent denominations of Christians there is 
great harmony and much mutual charity. This spirit will be 
more fostered by the Bible Associations already fornied, or in 
contemplation; and it is hoped that it will lead to results of much 
importance, especially among the middle and poorer classes of so- 
ciety. The present chief magistrate of the United States appears to 
be decidedly friendly to religion, 4nd recommends it by his appro- 
bation and example. Much to his honour, he avows and cherishes 
just sentiments on this subject that will have an extensive influence. 
He seems fully to appreciate the importance of Christianity to the 
national. welfare’ and happiness ; and, as far as circumstances ad- 
mit in this respect, he follows the footsteps of the immortal hero of 
the American revolution. The gradual effect of peace, the 
circulation of the Scriptures, the promotion of :schools and chati- 
table establishments will, it is hoped, give such a tone to public 
opinion and feeling at the seat of the national government, that 
their influence will be sensibly felt in all its departments, and 
make Washington the seat of pure manners and correct principles, 
as well as of true liberty and political science. 


BALTIMORE SABBATH SCHOOL UNION. 


A ‘Union Board of Delegates from the Male Sabbath Schools of 
Baltimore” was formed Dec. 1 5th, 1817, for the purpose of promo- 
ting more extensively and more efficiently the objects of those be- 
neficent institutions. . Nine Male Sabbath Schools are. now in suc- 
cessful operation in Baltimore, profitably educating, and in part 
supplying with clothes, eleven hundred and thirty-eight boys; and 
for the arduous service of teaching them, they are indebted to the 
voluntary and gratuitous services of young men of respectable stand- 
ing and pious dispositions. 

at] 


It appears by the Report of the ‘ Auxiliary New-York Bible 
and Common Prayer Book Society,’ read by the Managers 
on the 26th ult. that they have during the preceding year gralui- 
tously distributed 625 Bibles, and issued from their depository 
5239 of the Common Prayer Pooks. The receipts amounted to 
$3,497 : 78, and their dishursements to $3,246 : 56. 
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. A DREAM. 
By one of the Missionaries lutely gone to Burmah. 


When sleep on mortals binds ber rosy chain, 
And airy phantoms lead their mazy train, 

A heavenly Spirit through the darkness broke, 
Full on me gaz’d, and thus divinely spoke : 


‘* From the deep shades which cover Burmah’s sky, 
A glorious morning soon sball greet the eye ; 

Its holy beams, descending from above, 

Shall introduce the reign of light and love. 


See’st thou yon ray * that strikes across the gloom ? 
Tis but the presage of th’ eternal noon : 

A sure and happy pledge that truth divine 

On that benighted land ere long will shine. 


Heaven has decreed that Gaudma soon shall fall, 
And Burmans crown the Saviour, Lord of all. 
His name they shall extol], his mercy bless, 
And his high claims to sov’reignty confess. 


Go then, ye Heralds of salvation, go 

Where Irrawaddy’s waters gently flow ; 

Around their shores proclaim that wondrous grace 
Display’d in dying for your guilty race. 


Your gain is sure, For in that awful day, 

When rocks, and hills, and mountains flee away, 
Jesus shall smile, and on your heads will place 
Bright crowns compos’d of pagans sav’d by grace.” 


Thus spake th’ angelic Messenger, and fled, 
Leaving behind the silence of the dead ; 

1 wak’d from sleep, believ’d the heavenly word, 
And trusted the fulfilment to the Lord. | 


| 


Sweet dream, said I, you'll vanish ere ’tis morn; 
But the Eternal by himself hath sworn, j 

‘* My Royal Son shall reign from shore to shore, 
Till stars shall fall, and time shall be no more. 


Upon his throne for ever shall he sit, 

And heathens kneel and worship at his feet: 
While every tongue through the whole earth shall sing 
The deathless fame of Zion’s mighty King.” 


[Amer. Bap. Mag. 





* Judson’s Tract. 








